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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B forms and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem material to 
patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 

^ In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a copy of a Communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application citing such documents, together 
with an English-language version of that portion of the Communication indicating the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign patent office. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT Attorney Docket No. 22 1 88/06985 

Appln. No. 10/526,738 

^ In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant submits the following explanations: 
JP 06213338 - English Abstract provided. 
JP 09178004 - English Abstract provided. 

□ Complete English translations of foreign language documents are being submitted 
herewith, and therefore no concise explanation for such documents is required. 

CERTIFICATION AND FEE PAYMENT INFORMATION 

[X] The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 

months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action after filing a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114, and 
therefore, no Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is 
required. If this is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized to charge any 
related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

LJ The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed thirty days or fewer from a 
Communication from a foreign patent office and Applicant submits the following 
Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.704(d). Each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a Communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and this Communication was not received by any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 

O The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the later of three 

months from the application's filing date and mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before a Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application (whichever is earlier), and therefore 
Applicant submits the following Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). No fee under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. If this is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized 
to charge any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

Q Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

|H No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT Attorney Docket No. 22 1 88/06985 

Appln.No. 10/526,738 

□ The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (without a Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)) after the later of three months from the application's filing date and 
the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office Action, 
Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 
(whichever is earlier). Accordingly, Applicant submits the fee required under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 . 17(p). The fee is being paid in the following manner: 

□ A check is attached in the amount of $ as required under 37 § 1 . 1 7(p). 

□ The patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 

any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

Q The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing of a final 
Office Action, Notice of Allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, but on or before the payment of the issue fee. Accordingly, Applicant 
submits the following Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) along with the fee required 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

O Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

AND, the fee is being paid in the following manner: 

□ A check is attached in the amount of $ as required under 37 § 1.1 7(p). 

□ The patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 

any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: "3 awft , TJX>5 By: 

M^R.«ull, Reg. No. 54,753 
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP 

1400 McDonald Investment Center 
800 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2688 
(216) 622-8419 
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eduction Act 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
'5, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/526,738 



March 4, 2005 



Jared Timko et al. 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



V Shfifit I 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



22188/06985 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 '"^ 






us " 2,029,438 


02/04/36 


Nordstrom 








us - 2,032,316 


02/25/36 


Cotton 








us " 2,045,1 13 


06/23/36 


Ward 








us - 2,069,01 3 


01/26/37 


Nordstrom 








us - 2,1 14,933 


04/19/38 


Nielson 








us " 2,177,873 


10/31/39 


Nordstrom 








us " 2,206,370 


07/02/40 


Scherer 








us - 2,289,722 


07/14/42 


Mueller et al. 








us - 3,038,489 


06/12/62 


Allen 








us " 3,192,943 


07/06/65 


Moen 








us ' 3,553,71 7 


01/05/71 


Oliver 








us ' 3,575,379 


04/20/71 


Hoos 








us " 3,576,309 


04/27/71 


Zawacki 








us- 3,601,363 


08/24/71 


Mueller et al. 








us- 3,648,723 


03/14/72 


Nelson et al. 








us- 3,685,793 


08/22/72 


Szumilas et al. 








us " 3,705,707 


12/12/72 


Scaramucci 








us " 3,735,957 


05/29/73 


Duggar, Jr. 








us - 3.779,51 3 


12/18/73 


Levine 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 Kind Code 5 (if known) 






DE 1 202 596 


10/07/65 


Whitey 










JP 09178004 


07/1 1/97 


Nippon 










JP 06123338 


08/02/94 


Nippon 















































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-91 99 (1-800-786-9199) and sefect option 2. 
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Substitute for form 144! 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/526,738 



March 4, 2005 



Jared Timko et al. 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



22188/06985 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2(,knomm > 






us " 3,782,686 


01/01/74 


Cowie 








us ' 3,792,835 


02/19/74 


Shafer 








us- 3,81 5,870 


06/11/74 


Milleville et al. 








us " 3,869, 108 


03/04/75 


Graham 








us_ 3,883,1 12 


05/13/75 


Milleville et al. 








us " 3,916,943 


11/04/75 


Hester et al. 








us " 3,931,954 


01/13/76 


Guzzetta 








us " 3,934,606 


01/27/76 


Matthews 








us " 4,085,770 


04/25/78 


Woronowicz 








us " 4,099,543 


07/11/78 


Mong 








us - 4, 108, 196 


08/22/78 


Calvert et al. 








us " 4, 126,295 


11/21/78 


Natalizia 








us *4 ,147,326 


04/03/79 


Natalizia 








us- 4,192,483 


03/11/80 


Combes 








us- 4,293,038 


10/06/81 


Evans 








us- 4,31 8,420 


03/09/82 


Calvert 








us- 4,31 9,664 


03/16/82 


Price et al. 








us " 4,339,112 


07/13/82 


Connolly et al. 








us- 4,388,945 


06/21/83 


Johnson et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 "Number 4 Kind Code 9 (if known) 




































































h 















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-Jetter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-766-9199) and select option 2. 
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Substitute for form 1449/P 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/526,738 



March 4, 2005 



Jared Timko et al. 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



Attorney Docket Number 



22188/06985 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 "* nawg 






us " 4,390,039 


06/28/83 


Johnson et al. 








us " 4,41 0,003 


10/18/83 


Sandling 








us " 4,475,71 3 


10/09/84 


Reed et al. 








us " 4,479,51 3 


10/30/84 


Koch et al. 








us_ 4,483,511 


11/20/84 


Kushida et al. 








us " 4,506,696 


03/26/85 


von Pechmann 








us " 4,519,414 


05/28/85 


Anaya 








us - 4,535,970 


08/20/85 


MacAfee 








us - 4,538,790 


09/03/85 


Williams etal. 








us " 4,548,384 


10/22/85 


Harding 








us - 4,566,482 


01/28/86 


Stunkard 








us * 4,572,231 


02/25/86 


Katayama 








us " 4,572,239 


02/25/86 


Koch et al. 








us- 4,576,234 


03/18/86 


Upchurch 








us- 4,579,31 6 


04/01/86 


Velan 








us- 4,601,308 


07/22/86 


Stone et al. 








us - 4,61 7,957 


10/21/86 


Sandling 








us -4,632,140 


12/30/86 


Harding 








us " 4,637,421 


01/20/87 


Stunkard 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 



















































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 

in linn thmiinh / 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant, applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-766-9199) and select option 2. 



Under the Paperwork 




PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
io persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTi 



v Shfifil I 4 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 

I Of 16 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/526,738 



March 4, 2005 



Jared Timko et al. 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



Attorney Docket Number 



122188/06985 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 " 1 "™* 






us " 4,641 ,681 


02/10/87 


Ikematsu et al. 








us " 4,657,222 


04/14/87 


Tullio 








us - 4,658,978 


04/21/87 


Ikimatsu etal. 








us " 4,662,394 


05/05/87 


Williams 








us " 4,683,906 


08/04/87 


Butler et al. 








us " 4,685,488 


08/11/87 


Corbin et al. 








us " 4,81 5,701 


03/28/89 


Stone 








us - 4,91 1,408 


03/27/90 


Kemp 








us " 4,91 7,354 


04/17/90 


Chambers 








us " 5,056,758 


10/15/91 


Bramblet 








us " 5.1 17,858 


06/02/92 


Osthues et al. 








us - 5,193,573 


03/16/93 


Chronister 








us " 5,205,536 


04/27/93 


Holec 








us - 5,215,286 


06/01/93 


Kolenc 








us- 5,313,976 


05/24/94 


Beasley 








us- 5,326,074 


07/05/94 


Spock, Jr. et al. 








us " 5,482,253 


01/09/96 


Klyde 








us " 5,551,479 


09/03/96 


Graves 








us " 5,562,1 16 


10/08/96 


Henwood 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS ! 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 4 (if known) 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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Substitute for form 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



v Sheet I 5 



10/526 t 738 



March 4, 2005 



Jared Timko et al. 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



Attorney Docket Number 



22188/06985 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 {flmwrr) 






us ' 5,595,206 


01/21/97 


Soria Vega 








us " 5,685,338 


11/11/97 


Trunk 








us - 5,707,042 


01/13/98 


Maselli et al. 








us " 5,730,420 


03/24/98 


Tow 








us - 5,779,222 


07/14/98 


Hollingworth et al. 








us " 5,868,378 


02/09/99 


McMahon et al. 








us - 5,954,088 


09/21/99 


Huang 








US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


ME NTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 
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Date 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
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